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On April 26, the member states of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) celebrate
World Intellectual Property Day, to pay tribute to the contribution that intellectual property (IP)
makes to innovation and creativity.

WIPO announced the theme of World Intellectual Property Day 2021, which is “Intellectual
Property and SMEs: Taking your ideas to market”.

Every business starts with an idea. Each of the millions of small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) that operate across the globe every day started with an idea that took shape in someone’s
mind and made its way to the market.

When nurtured and enriched with ingenuity, know-how and flair an idea becomes an IP asset that
can drive business development, economic recovery and human progress.

Creative minds the world over - architects, artists, artisans, designers, engineers, entrepreneurs,
researchers, scientists and many others - come up with new ideas every day. From the arts to
artificial intelligence, fashion to farming, renewable energy to retail, television to tourism, and virtual
reality to videogames, to name just a few.

Some of their ideas translate into the products and services we want to buy. Others don’'t make it.
The journey to market can be perilous. But with a focus on IP, businesses can anticipate, navigate
and better manage the many twists and turns that pave the road to commercialization.

At a time when the imperative of economic recovery is high, World Intellectual Property Day 2021
shines a light on the critical role of SMEs in the economy and how they can use IP rights to build
stronger, more competitive and resilient businesses.

SMEs are the backbone of national economies. They deliver the goods and services we need every
day; they hatch breakthrough innovations and inspiring creations and they create jobs; some
become the world leading businesses of tomorrow.

SMEs make up around 90 percent of the world’s businesses, employ around 50 percent of the global
workforce and generate up to 40 percent of national income in many emerging economies, more, if
you count informal businesses.

Each of these business ventures has taken an idea and married it with ingenuity to create a product
or a service that consumers want. And each of them can use IP rights to safequard and create value
from their business assets. Yet many are unaware that they hold IP or that it has value. This means,
many are missing out on opportunities to improve their bottom line and grow. Studies show that
when businesses are IP savvy, and when they acquire and manage IP rights, they do better.

If you are new to the world of IP, World Intellectual Property Day 2021 is an opportunity to find out
how the tools of the IP system - trademarks, design rights, copyright, patents, trade secrets,
geographical indications, and more - can support you when taking your ideas to market.

With IP rights you can turn an idea into a business opportunity, generate value, create employment
and enrich the choice of products available to consumers. With IP your business can flourish and
your community can thrive.

The World Intellectual Property Organization invites you to join it in celebrating the ingenuity and
creativity that lies behind every SME, their courage to make a difference and the contributions they
make in enhancing our daily lives. Support your local SMEs and champion local innovation.

World Intellectual Property Day has been marked since 2000, and April 26 is the day on which the
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WIPO Convention (1970) entered into force.

The SME sector in the Republic of Moldova has a key role in the economic and social development of
the country. It owns about 98% of the total number of enterprises, provides about 59% of jobs,
contributes 39% to the total turnover per economy and provides 61% of the total net profit per

economy.
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